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N E J A C scrutinizes environmental ho t- spo t s
by K a t h e r i n e R. Dougan
05-28-2000
A T L A N T A
In accents ranging from fas t- ta lk ing, c l i p p e d New York boroughs
brogue to a s o f t M i s s i s s i p p i Delta drawl, concerned citizens f rom
throughout the country spoke to the National Environmental Jus t i c eAdvi sory Council about contamination in their communities last week.
Representatives of environmental groups f rom South A f r i c a and
Puerto Rico attended the 15th meeting of NEJAC at the CNN Center.
The council's goals this past week were to improve science on health
and environmental problems in communities and to increasecommunity par t i c ipa t i on in those problems.
Many at the conference, however, questioned whether the council is
any nearer its goals than it was at its inception seven years ago.
"We are talking about a sick and dying nation; i l ln e s s e s are a big,money-making business," said NEJAC council member Rose Marie
August ine. Ms. Augustine, of Tucson, Ariz., represents Tucsonians
for a Clean Environment.
She observed that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency waswell-represented at the meeting, adding, "Where are the other agencies
here at the table?"
Other council members and concerned citizens wondered aloud about
the same top i c throughout the conference.
" Where's the DOD (Department of Defense)? Where's the DOE
(Department of Energy)?" asked Ms. Rosa Hilda Ramos. "We need
some accountability — today," she said. Ms. Ramos represent s the
Community of Catano Against P o l l u t i o n of Catano, Puerto Rico.
" T o quote t h e comedian Chris Rock, I ' m t ired, t i r e d , t ired, tired," said
p a n e l i s t Dr. Robert Bullard, of Clark-Atlanta Univers i ty
Environmental J u s t i c e Resource Center.
B u l l a r d said he was tired of seeing economical ly d i s a d v a n t a g e d p e o p l e
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Ibeing exposed d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y to environmental concerns and risks. •-'
"People in Anniston deserve clean air, clean water," he said.
He spoke about the paradigm of the system: "The burden of proo f is
on the victim" to prove they are sick.
Richard Moore, a panelist and community activist in New Mexico,
cautioned the council not to separate health from environmental
ju s t i c e . "Heal th is an environmental ju s t i c e issue." S p e a k i n g on behal f
of N a t i v e Americans, he said: "the reality of the situation is we're
being poisoned."
In M o o r e ' s neighborhood of Mountainview, near Albuquerque, N.M.,
he said, there is a sewage plant , a slaughterhouse and an airport. "The
water is contaminated with nitroglycerin," he said.
Gesturing with both arms and his fac e squinched as if in pain, he said:
"If you've got 50 p e o p l e on a street (with cancer), don't come back
and t e l l us our research is not good."
"We a in ' t gonna keep going t o meetings like this — we ' l l pro t e s t ,
march, do anything we have to do," Moore said.
The conference f o cu s ed on human health and environmental
condi t ions of minority p o p u l a t i o n s and low-income p o p u l a t i o n s that
impact community members, n o n p r o f i t organizations, industry,
academia, environmental organizations, tribal members and state and
local government groups.
One such group, f r o m the unincorporated town of Mossv i l l e , La., hasbeen at t ending NEJAC conferences for several years.
M o s s v i l l e is a community of about 1,000 residents near Lake Charles
in the southwest corner of Louisiana.
T h e r e are 200 large and numerous small industrial f a c i l i t i e s near
M o s s v i l l e , said Jerry Cli f ford, d e p u t y regional administrator for EPA
Region VI. Thirteen m i l l i o n tons of hazardous waste are generated by
the indus tr i e s , said Pat Costner of Greenpeace. "Mossv i l l e is a good
example of res idents living near a large industrial complex," she said.
Residents related stories of i l l n e s s , p o l l u t e d water and air, and
unbearable noise f r o m the industries. T h e y approached NEJAC, they
said, because the EPA wasn' t g e t t ing the job done.
The stories of disease and contamination ran like a li tany throughout
the conference.
K a t s i Cook is a m i d w i f e in the Mohawk community of Akwesasne, on
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' . the banks of the St. Lawrence River in New York.
The St. Lawrence, which is cal led Kaniatarowaneneh in Mohawk, has
provided a way of life for the tribe, which f i s h e d to suppor t its
community.
After the St. Lawrence Seaway and the Moses-Sanders Power Dam
was constructed on the river in 1949i major industries soon f o l l o w e d .
The river became a dumping ground for toxic chemicals when an
automotive plant and aluminum smelters started operations, p u m p i n g
PCBs, or po lych lor ina t ed b iphenyl s , into the pr i s t ine river.
"This all used to be a f i s h i n g village. That's all gone now," said Ken
J o c k , environmental director for the St. Regis Mohawk Tribe.
Carl F u l l e r spoke of the need to protect sacred tribal ground. Gregory
Mountain in San Diego County, C a l i f , is the most sacred site for l o t s
of d i f f e r e n t tribes, F u l l e r said.
A landfill is propo s ed for Gregory Canyon, he said. F i v e Indian
reservations lie within the area of the l a n d f i l l site. F u l l e r p l e a d e d for
NEJAC to s t op the landfill, which residents f ear not only desecrates a
sacred site, but also will contaminate the area's ground water.
Environmentalists and concerned citizens from New York spoke to
NEJAC about the hazards of diesel exhaust exposure and high asthma
rate, p a r t i c u l a r l y in Harlem.
During and between discuss ion sessions, NEJAC council members,
citizens and representatives of environmental groups met in klatches to
t a l k about prob l ems in their communities and learn about p o s s i b l e
so lut ions.
One so lu t ion the council didn't arrive at was the PCB contamination in
Anniston. Council members, along with local community activists
f r om Community Against Pol lu t i on , or CAP and a representative f rom
S o l u t i a Inc. took a bus tour through west Anniston on T u e s d a y
morning, the f ir s t day of the conference.
In a T h u r s d a y af ternoon session, the NEJAC enforcement committee
spent le s s than 10 minutes d i s cus s ing Anniston.
David Baker, president of CAP, had spoken to several council
members T u e s d a y . He t o l d them the c o m m u n i t y ' s most pres s ing need
was for a health clinic.
Most members present admit t ed they were not f a m i l i a r with
Anniston's s i tuat ion. No members of CAP or any other environmental
activis t group f r o m Annis ton a t t ended the conference.
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NEJAC is a f e d e r a l advisory committee that was es tabli shed in 1993
to provide independent advice, consul tat ion and recommendations to
the administrator of the EPA on matters related to environmental
jus t i c e .
The council meets twice a year; its next meeting will be Dec. 12-14 in
Arlington, Va.
The N a t i o n a l Environmental J u s t i c e Advi s ory Council website
can be accessed at www.epa.gov/oeca/oe i /ne iac .

N e w s | S p o r t s | O p i n i o n | Escapes | Faith I Work W e e k
Y o u r T a b l e | Y o u r T i m e | Y o u r Life | C o m m u n i t y | Obituarie s

C o p y r i g h t 2000 C o n s o l i d a t e d P u b l i s h i n g . All r i g h t s reserved. Any c o p y i n g , r e d i s t r i b u t i o n , or retransmiss ion o fany o f the content s o f t h i s service without the expre s s written consent o f The A n n i s t o n S t a r Is e x p r e s s l yp r o h i b i t e d .Assoc ia t ed Press text, p h o t o , g r a p h i c , a u d i o a n d / o r video material s h a l l no t b e p u b l i s h e d , broadca s t , rewrit tenfor broadcast or p u b l i c a t i o n or r e d i s t r i b u t e d d i r e c t l y or i n d i r e c t l y in any medium. N e i t h e r these AP M a t e r i a l snor any p o r t i o n t h e r e o f may be stored in a c o m p u t e r except for per sonal and non-commercial use. The AP w i l lnot be h e l d l i a b l e for any d e l a y s , inaccuracies , errors or omiss ions t h e r e f r o m or in the transmis s ion or d e l i v e r yof al l or any part t h e r e o f or for any d a m a g e s a r i s i n g f r o m any of the f o r e g o i n g .

4 of 4 6 / 6 / 0 0 11:36 AM


